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CBSE Class – X
ENGLISH

SAMPLE QUESTION PAPER 2019-20

General Instructions :

1. This paper is divided into three sections : A, B and C. All questions are compulsory.

2. Separate instructions are given with each section and question, wherever necessary. Read these instructions very
carefully and follow them.

3. Do not exceed the prescribed word limit while answering the questions.

SECTION 'A' READING
20 MARKS

1. Read the passage given below and answer the questions that follow : (8)

1. Keep your watch accurate. For some people, moving up the time on their watch will help them get up earlier. For
others, they will remember that the time on the watch is wrong and will disregard it altogether. It may be helpful to
set your watch just two minutes ahead instead of five or ten.

2. Keep a clock, phone, computer or anything that displays time in each room of your house. One of the easiest ways
to run late is simply by not realising that the time is passing as quickly as it is.

3. Set all your clocks and watches to the same time. Don't be an optimist. Things usually take longer than what you'd
expect, even without major delays. If you have a dinner appointment at 7:30 p.m., don't think you can work till 7
p.m., then take a bath, dress and reach on time. Realistically, calculate the time you will take at each step and then
add 10 minutes more to allow for unexpected delays, or you cannot get to your job done in time.

4. Wake up when you are supposed to wake up. Don't hit the snooze button, keep on lying in bed, and watch TV at
the very start of your day. May be you can try even setting your clock 10 minutes earlier than you need. If you have
difficulty with this, move your alarm clock to somewhere away from your bed; that way, you will have to get up to
turn it off. Commit yourself to being 15 minutes early for everything. If you have to reach your place of work at 8.00,
don't even tell yourself this. Just tell yourself (and everyone else who listens — but don't annoy them or make
them think that they are late or early!) "I have to be at work at 7.45." If you do this, you will be on time even with little
unforeseen delays. You will be on time even with a traffic jam.

1.1 On the basis of your reading of the passage given above, answer the following questions :  (1 x 8 = 8)

(a) Some people believe that if___________it will help them be earlier.

(b) Keep___________in each room.

(i) clock, (ii) phone, (iii) computer, (iv) any one of the above

(c) It is good to commit yourself___________for everything.

(i) To be late (ii) to delay, (iii) to being 15 minutes early (iv) to search to the last moment

(d) To be punctual we should___________.

(i) hit the snooze button of the alarm clock (ii) get up at the right time.

(iii) start watching TV in the morning (iv) keep on lying in bed.

M.M. : 80Time : 3:00 Hrs
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(e) It is a good habit to___________.

(i) reach your work place in time.

(ii) calculate the time before starting any work

(iii) keep lying in bed after the alarm dock buzzes

(iv) both (i) and (ii).

(f) According to the passage the watch should be set___________ahead.

(i) five minutes (ii) ten minutes

(iii) two minutes (iv) fifteen minutes.

(g) The writer suggests to keep the watch.

(i) ahead of time (ii) accurate

(iii) inaccurate (iv) none of these.

(h) Things usually take longer than what we expect. (True/False)

2. Read the passage given below : (12)

1. During our growing up years, we as children were taught— both at home and school— to worship the photos and
idols of the Gods of our respective religions. When we grew a little older, we were told to read holy books like the
Bhagwad Gita, the Bible and the Quran; we were told that there are a lot of life lessons to be learnt from these holy
books. We were then introduced to stories from our mythologies which taught us about ethics and morality— what
is good and what is bad. I also learnt to be respectful towards my parents who made my life comfortable with their
hard work, love and care and my teachers who guided me to become a good student and a responsible citizen.

2. Much later in life, I realised that though we learn much from our holy books, there is a lot to learn from our
surroundings. This realisation dawned upon me when I learnt to enquire and explore. Everything around us— the
sun, the moon, the stars, rain, rivers, stones, rocks, birds, plants and animals— teach us many valuable life
lessons.

3. No wonder that besides the scriptures in many cultures, nature is also worshipped. The message that we get is to
save our environment and maintain ecological balance. People are taught to live in harmony with nature and
recognise that there is God in all aspects of nature.

4. Nature is a great teacher. A river never stops flowing. If it finds an obstacle in its way in the form of a heavy rock,
the river water fights to remove it from its path or finds an alternative path to move ahead. This teaches us to be
progressive in life and keep the fighting spirit alive.

5. Snakes are worshipped as they eat insects in the field that can hurt our crops, thus protecting the grains for us. In
fact, whatever we worship is our helper and makes our lives easy for us. There are many such examples in
nature, but we are not ready to learn a lesson. Filled with greed, we are destroying nature. As a result, we face
natural disasters like drought, flood and landslides. We don't know that nature is angry with us.

6. However, it is never too late to learn. If we learn to respect nature, the quality of our life will improve.

(A) On the basis of your reading of the above extract, answer the following questions in 30-40 words each :

(2 x 4 = 8)

(a) What are we taught in our childhood and growing years ?

(b) Why should we respect our parents and teachers ?

(c) What message do we get when we worship nature?

(d) How does a river face an obstacle that comes in its way ?

(B) On the basis of the reading of the above extract, answer the following :

(i) The synonym of 'advised' is__________



CORPORATE OFFICE : SCF-91, Near Allahabad Bank, Sector-6, Main Market, Karnal | Ph.: 0184-2282220, 9215638407
Kurukshetra : SCO-96, Sector-17, Opposite Old Bus Stand, Behind Bikaner, Kurukshetra |85108-08085

Panipat : DS-19, Sector-13/17, Near Punjab National Bank, Panipat | 0180-4010220, 92153-38407
WEBSITE : www.genesisclasses.in

3
(ii) The synonym of 'search' in para 2 is__________

(iii) The word that means the same as 'valuable' is

(a) proper (b) desirable (c) available (d) useful

(iv) The word that has the same meaning as 'harmony' is

(a) beauty (b) friendship (c) discomfort (d) honesty

SECTION 'B' WRITING AND GRAMMAR
30 MARKS

3. You are Nalini, Hostel Warden of ABC Matriculation School, Pune. Write a letter to the Sales Manager, Bharat Electronics
and Domestic Appliances, Park street, Mumbai placing an order for a few fans, microwave ovens and geysers that you
wish to purchase for the hostel. Also ask for the discount permissible on the purchase.

(Word limit 100 — 120 words). (8)

OR

You are Mahima / Mahim of 37, Raj Nagar Jaipur, Write a letter to the General Manager J.T.C. complaining about
inadequate bus service in your area and requesting him to take urgent steps in the matter. (Word limit 100 — 120 words)

4. Complete the following story in 150-200 words. The beginning of the story is given below : (10)

It was a Sunday afternoon. We had gone for a picnic to a park. Suddenly, I found that my seven

year old sister was missing from the group. We went in search of her in the woods and...........

OR

Write a story in 150-200 words based on the following outline :

A jackal falls into a dyer's tub________gets coloured yellow________an idea________announces himself king of forest
________ animal respect________jackal insults them ________worried animals________hold a meeting________starts
howling________identified________cannot resist________truth comes out________animals kill him.

5. Choose the most appropriate options from the ones given below to complete the following passage. Write the
answers in your answer sheet against the correct blank numbers. Do not copy the whole passage.  (4)

There was a child of five, (a)________ had saved two children from a burning hut, one who had fought a cheetah
(b)________ working in the forest; one who had received a bullet on her hand while trying to save her father from dacoits.
These children had (c)________great courage and presence of mind in moments of crisis. (d)________ should be
rewarded by the government.

(a) (i) who (ii) which (iii) that (iv) one

(b) (i) when (ii) while (iii) during (iv) where

(c) (i) shown (ii) seen (iii) see (iv) saw

(d) (i) Every (ii) Each (iii) All (iv) They

6. The following passage has not been edited. One word has been omitted in each line. Write the missing word
along with the word that comes before and the word that comes after in your answer sheet against the correct
blank number as shown in the example : (4)

Word Missing Word

Before Word After

The king pretended to a thief and he knew e.g. to be a
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where the keys the treasury were kept. (a) ______ ______ ______

While the diamonds shared, the honest (b) ______ ______ ______

thief felt pity for the king was losing (c) ______ ______ ______

everything. He asked his companion leave (d) ______ ______ ______

a diamond behind the safe.

7. Rearrange the following words and phrases into meaningful sentences. One has been done for you as an
example.

Example : gets/tender coconuts/10-15 truck loads/Delhi/of/daily

Delhi gets 10-15 truck loads of tender coconuts daily.

(a) its demand/the craze for/during summer/fresh coconut water/pushes up

(b) nutritional value/coconut water/the idea behind/is its high/the popularity of

(c) its sweet water/in the city/that it is sold/is so popular/like any other fruit

(d) for/ diseases/ a remedy/ many/ water/ is/ coconut. (4)

SECTION 'C' LITERATURE TEXTBOOKS
30 MARKS

8. Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow :

There was no answer. The radio was dead too. I had no radio, no compass, and I could not see where I was. I was
lost in the storm. Then, in the black clouds quite near me, I saw another aeroplane. It had no lights on its wings, but
I could see it flying next to me through the storm. I could see the pilot's face — turned towards me. I was very glad
to see another person. He lifted one hand and waved. (1x4=4)

(a) Whom does ‘He’ refer to ?

(b) What was dead and could not answer?

(i) compass (ii) radio (iii) aeroplane (iv) wings of aeroplane

(c) Which word in the passage means 'an instrument to find direction' ?

(i) amplifier (ii) speedometer (iii) compass (iv) radio

(d) The writer was to see another person.

OR

The following Sunday, Lencho came a bit earlier than usual to ask if there was a letter for him. It was the postman himself
who handed the letter to him while the postmaster, experiencing the contentment of a man who has performed a good
deed, looked on from his office. Lencho showed not the slightest surprise on seeing the money; such was his confidence
— but he became angry when he counted the money. God could not have made a mistake, nor could he have denied
Lencho what he had requested. (1 × 4 = 4)

(a) Was Lencho surprised on seeing the money?

(b) Lencho didn't get 100 pesos from God, it was only__________.

(i) Eighty pesos (ii) Fifty pesos

(iii) Seventy pesos (iv) Sixty pesos

(c) Lencho’s belief in God was__________.

(i) strong  (ii) weak

(iii) somewhat strong (iv) very weak
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(d)  _________handed the letter to Lencho?

9. Answer any five of the following questions in 30 — 40 words each : (2 × 5 = 10)

(a) How can you say that the conductor was a good natured jolly fellow ? Support your answer with examples.

(b) What changes came into the life of the Loisels after borrowing money ?

(c) Why did Maxwell put the otter back in the box ? What do you think how he felt when he did this?

(d) Who was Lutkins ? Did the narrator serve the summons that day ? Why ?

(e) What do you think changed the attitude of the other animals and that of Belinda towards the dragon ?

(f) Why would you not agree with Lencho calling the post office employees a bunch of crooks ?

10. Answer any one of the following in 100 - 150 words : (8)

From the beginning to the end of the lesson the black aeroplane is a mystery. How ?

OR

What deep meaning does the poem 'Fire and Ice' carry in it ?

11. Answer any one of the following in 100 - 150 words : (8)

"Put the fear out of your heart and you will be able to speak like anyone else." These words of encouragement from the
teacher highlight that change of social attitude and encouragement can help a child like Bholi to become confident and
face the world bravely. Taking help from the lesson, 'Bholi' write how the social attitude towards Bholi made her an
introvert. What should be done to help such children to face the world bravely ?

OR

‘Coorg’ seems to share a lot of historical perspectives. Is knowing such kind of historical knowledge important for us ?


